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ran along the sides of the boat and were separated at night
from the saloon by curtains. The fare was substantial,
plentiful, and good, and the officers were pleasant and
gentlemanly; all the arrangements were more perfect than
I had anticipated.

I had devoted most of my time during the winter to the
study of the English language, so that I was able to carry
on a conversation with our fellow passengers. Besides,
there were several gentlemen from Galena on board — mer-
chants and business men returning home after having
passed the winter at St. Louis — Swiss and Germans with
whom I could converse in French or German, and from whom
I gathered valuable and interesting information about the
celebrated lead mines of Illinois and Wisconsin. Our prog-
ress was rather slow. There being no opposition lines or
competition, the boats did not care to overtax their capac-
ity of speed; besides, they stopped at every landing place
on the river, loading or unloading, or taking on wood, so
that a journey of eight days from St. Louis to Galena was
considered a very fair trip.

One morning we stopped at a place called Louisiana in
Missouri, to take on wood. I do not know whether it was
at the exact place where the present city of Louisiana
now is, but it cannot be far from it. About half a dozen
log cabins, surrounded by rail fences, composed the place.
An incident took place here, which has left a lasting im-
pression on my mind, it being so entirely novel to me, and
the first characteristic trait of frontier life that had yet
come to my personal knowledge. There came on board a
gaunt, tall man who addressed the gentlemen in the cabin,
saying that he and his family had come out here with the
intention of making a permanent home; that they were,
however, all taken sick with fever and ague; that they
were anxious to return to their Eastern home, being con-
vinced that they could not live here. They had, however,
no means to go back, but that he owned a lot with a cabin
on it, with some improvements, and that he wished to sell
the same to raise money enough to enable him to go East.



